
Dear HLPOA Member, 
 
Recent water samples collected in Higgins Lake Fall 2022 indicate pharmaceutical chemicals are 
in Higgins Lake waters. 
 
The Michigan State University’s Laboratory supervised by Professor Li has analyzed six samples 
of water drawn from nearshore locations distributed around the lake. The sampling took place 
on September 22, 2022. The samples were taken according to Professor Li’s strict sampling 
protocols and the chain of custody was maintained from the drawing of the samples until 
personally received by Professor Li.  
 
The results clearly indicate the presence of pharmaceutical contamination of the lake’s waters.  
Higgins Lake is fed primarily by springs from groundwater, and the presence of these chemicals 
in the lake prove the existence of septic field connections to groundwaters in the watershed. To 
quote Steve King of the Central Michigan District Health Department: 
 
 “Since Higgins Lake is predominantly spring fed, the presence of pharmaceuticals in the lake 
water reinforces the connection that onsite sewage disposal has with groundwater and the 
lake. I would suspect that drinking water wells with detectable nitrates would have a similar 
mix of pharmaceuticals from upstream sources should the wells get tested. Just as we did not 
know if pharmaceuticals would be found in the lake, we don’t know of any impacts to 
drinking water. This should be the next area to look at to see what residents might 
potentially be exposed to through consumption of groundwater.” 
 
To see the procedures followed and the resulting data click on the link below. 
http://hlpoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2022-11-4-report-PPCPs-in-Higgens-Lake-from-
Hui-Li-MSU.pdf 
 
Tuesday, November 29, 2022, is “Giving Tuesday”. In the spirit of giving this season, please 
consider making a donation to the Higgins Lake Property Owners Association, Environmental 
Committee, and help to continue impactful research and environmental projects in and around 
Higgins Lake. 
 
HLPOA Board 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 


